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Fig. 5
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Fig. 8A
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STORAGE MEDIUM STORING
INPUT/OUTPUT SETTING PROGRAM,
STORAGE MEDIUM STORING OUTPUT
SETTING PROGRAM, AND DATA
PROCESSING APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority from Japanese
Patent Application No. 2012-040479, filed on Feb. 27, 2012,
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference in
its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a technique by which an
electric power consumed by input/output of data is saved in a
data processing apparatus which is driven by a battery.

2. Description of the Related Art

There has conventionally been known a data processing
apparatus driven by a battery as follows. That is, in a case that
a remaining battery level is sufficient, image data to be trans-
mitted to an image processing apparatus is/are selected by a
user; in a case that the remaining battery level is insufficient,
a transmittable number of image data is/are selected and then
is transmitted to the image processing apparatus within a
range of the remaining battery level.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, in the conventional data processing apparatus as
described above, there has never been considered that the
electric power required for transmission of the image data is
saved in a case that the remaining battery level is insufficient.

In the present description, it is disclosed a technique as
follows. That is, in a data processing apparatus driven by a
battery, an electric power consumed by input/output of data is
saved in a case that a remaining battery level is insufficient.

According to an aspect of the present teaching, there is
provided a non-transitory computer readable medium storing
instructions that, when executed, cause a data processing
apparatus, which includes a first input/output section for per-
forming input/output of a data and which is driven by a
battery, to: judge whether the first input/output section is set
as the input/output section used for the input/output of the
data; judge whether a remaining battery level of the battery is
not less than a first reference remaining level; judge whether
the data processing apparatus includes a second input/output
section requiring a power consumption which is used for the
input/output of the data and which is lower than that of the
first input/output section, in a case that the data processing
apparatus judges that the first input/output section is set as the
input/output section used for the input/output of the data and
that the remaining battery level is less than the first reference
remaining level; and switch the input/output section from the
first input/output section to the second input/output section or
output a notification to switch the input/output section from
the first input/output section to the second input/output sec-
tion, in a case that the data processing apparatus judges that
the data processing apparatus includes the second input/out-
put section.

According to the instructions stored in the non-transitory
computer readable medium, in the data processing apparatus
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driven by the battery, the electric power consumed by the
input/output of the data is saved in a case that the remaining
battery level is insufficient.

Noted that the technique disclosed in the present descrip-
tion can be realized in various aspects such as a data process-
ing apparatus, an input/output setting method, an output set-
ting method, a non-transitory computer readable medium
storing an input/output setting program, and a non-transitory
computer readable medium storing an output setting pro-
gram.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram depicting an electrical structure
of a portable personal computer in the first embodiment
according to one or more aspects of the disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a diagram depicting an input/output port.

FIG. 3 is a diagram depicting a switching of the input/
output port.

FIGS. 4A and 4B show a flowchart depicting a switching
process of the input/output port.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart depicting a switching process of the
input/output port in the second embodiment according to one
or more aspects of the disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart depicting a switching process of the
input/output port in the third embodiment according to one or
more aspects of the disclosure.

FIG. 7 is a diagram depicting a communication control
program in the fourth embodiment according to one or more
aspects of the disclosure.

FIGS. 8A and 8B show a flowchart depicting a switching
process of the communication control program.

FIG. 9is a flowchart depicting a transmission process in the
fifth embodiment according to one or more aspects of the
disclosure.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Illustrative embodiments are described in detail with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings.

First Embodiment
Electrical Structure of Personal Computer

As depicted in FIG. 1, a portable personal computer 1
(referred to as a portable PC1) as a data processing apparatus
is driven by a battery 19. The portable PC1 is provided with a
CPU 10, a ROM 11, a RAM 12, a display section 13, an
operation section 14, a wireless LAN communication section
15, a USB host interface section 16, a storage section 17, and
a power supply section 18, etc.

In one aspect, the CPU 10 controls each of the sections of
the portable PC 1 by executing a program stored in the ROM
11 or the storage section 17. In one aspect, program(s), data,
and the like to be executed by the CPU 10 are stored in the
ROM 11. In one aspect, the RAM 12 is utilized as a main
storage device to execute various processes by the CPU 10.
The CPU 10 is an example of a controller.

In one aspect, the display section 13 is provided with a
display device such as a liquid crystal display, a display
driving circuit driving the display device, and the like. In one
aspect, the operation section 14 is constructed of a keyboard,
amouse, an interface to which the keyboard and/or the mouse
are connected, etc.
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In one aspect, the storage section 17 is a device which
utilizes a nonvolatile memory, such as a hard disk and/or a
flush memory, to store various programs and data. In the
storage section 17, an operating system (referred to as an OS)
31, an application program (referred to as an application) 32,
an input/output setting program 33, etc., are stored.

As the OS 31, it is possible to use, for example, WIN-
DOWS (trade name) produced by Microsoft Corporation.
Noted that the OS 31 is not limited to the WINDOWS. The
application 32 may be any program, such as a word processor
and/or spread sheet software, provided that the program has a
function for outputting to-be printed data to a printer driver
33a via the OS 31. The input/output setting program 33 is
constructed of the printer driver 33a which controls a printer
2 (see FIG. 2) and a port-setting service program (referred to
as a port setting service) 335 which instructs the OS 31 to set
the input/output port as will be described later on. The input/
output setting program 33 may be obtained from an external
storage medium, such as a CD-ROM or a USB memory, or
may be downloaded from an external device on the network
such as a web server.

In one aspect, the wireless LAN communication section 15
is configured to include a diversity antenna and ASIC, etc.
The wireless LAN communication section 15 is connected
wirelessly to a wireless LAN access point 51 (see FIG. 2) by
a protocol such as IEEE802.11b. The wireless LAN commu-
nication section 15 connected wirelessly to the wireless LAN
access point 51 carries out data transmission and data recep-
tion with an external device by Transmission Control Proto-
col/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP). The transmission and recep-
tion of data is an example of input/output. Further, the
wireless LAN communication section 15 is an example of a
first input/output section.

In one aspect, the USB host interface section 16 is provided
with a USB host controller and a physical interface, to which
a USB cable 52 (see FIG. 2) and the USB memory etc. are
connected, and the like. The USB host interface section 16
carries out the data transmission and the data reception with
an external USB device which is directly connected to the
USB host interface section 16 or an external USB device
which is connected to the USB host interface section 16 via
the USB cable 52.

The USB host interface section 16 is an example of a
second input/output section. Further, the USB host interface
section 16 is an example of the second input/output section, to
which the external device is directly connected to input/out-
put the data, as well as an example of the second input/output
section, which is connected to the external device via a com-
munication cable connected to the portable PC 1 to input/
output the data.

Power consumption required for wired data transmission
and wired data reception is generally lower than that required
for wireless data transmission and wireless data reception.
That is, the USB host interface section 16 is an input/output
section requiring the power consumption used for the data
transmission and the data reception which is lower than that
of the wireless LAN communication section 15.

In one aspect, the power supply section 18 supplies an
electric power supplied from a battery 19 to each of the
sections of the portable PC 1. As the battery 19, a primary
battery or a secondary battery may be used. Further, the power
supply section 18 is configured to be obtained a remaining
battery level of the battery 19 by the CPU 10.
<Switching of Input/Output Port>

As described above, the power consumption required for
the data transmission and the data reception in the wireless
LAN communication section 15 is greater than that in the

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

60

4

USB host interface section 16. The greater power consump-
tion required for the data transmission and the data reception
shortens a period of time during which the portable PC 1 can
be used, as compared with a case in which the power con-
sumption required for the data transmission and the data
reception is small. Further, the greater power consumption
required for the data transmission and the data reception has
a possibility such that the data transmission and the data
reception are terminated due to running out of the battery
during the data transmission and the data reception.

In view of the above, in a case that a printing instruction is
output from the CPU 10 which executes the application 32
(referred to as the application 32); that the wireless LAN
communication section 15 is set as the input/output section
used for the transmission of printing data; and that the remain-
ing battery level of the battery 19 is less than a first reference
remaining level, the CPU 10 which executes the printer driver
33a (referred to as the printer driver 33a) performs a switch-
ing of the input/output section used for the transmission of the
printing data from the wireless LAN communication section
15 to the USB host interface section 16. The first reference
remaining level is, for example, 10% of full capacity of the
battery 19. A value of the first reference remaining level can
be appropriately selected.

There are various methods to perform the switching of the
input/output section used for the transmission of the printing
data. In the first embodiment, an explanation will be made by
citing a case in which the switching of the input/output sec-
tion is performed by performing a switching of a logical
input/output port which is used to carry out the data transmis-
sion and the data reception. The input/output port can be
referred to as a logical interface by which the printer driver
33a has access to the input/output section.

In FIG. 2, a TCP/IP port 41 which performs the data trans-
mission and the data reception using the wireless LAN com-
munication section 15; and a USB port 42 which performs the
data transmission and the data reception using the USB host
interface section 16 are shown as examples of the input/
output ports. The TCP/IP port 41 is an example of the first
input/output port. The USB port 42 is an example of the
second input/output port. In order to transmit the printing data
from the printer driver 33a to the printer 2, some sort of port
is required to be set. Therefore, in the present description, an
explanation will be made on the condition that the port is set
in advance in the printer driver 33a.

One input/output port used for the data transmission and
the data reception is set in the printer driver 33a. FIG. 2
depicts a case in which the TCP/IP port 41 is set in the printer
driver 33a. In particular, the TCP/IP port 41 and the wireless
LAN communication section 15 are depicted by solid lines;
and the USB port 42 and the USB host interface section 16 are
depicted by broken lines. In this case, in a case that the to-be
printed data is outputted from the application 32 via the OS
31, the printer driver 33a generates the printing data from the
outputted to-be printed data; and transmits the generated
printing data to the printer 2 by using the TCP/IP port41. Itis
allowable that the printer driver 33a outputs the printing data
to the OS 31 and the OS 31 transmits the printing data by
using the TCP/IP port 41.

As shown in FIG. 2, an IP address of the printer 2 to which
the printing data is transmitted is set in the TCP/IP port 41.
Accordingly, the printer driver 33a is capable of uniquely
identifying the printer 2 to which the printing data is trans-
mitted.

It is possible to perform the switching of the input/output
port set in the printer driver 33a. For example, in a case that
the input/output port is switched to the USB port 42 from the
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TCP/IP port 41, the printer driver 33a transmits the printing
datato the printer 2 from the USB host interface section 16 via
the USB cable 52.

The switching of the input/output port set in the printer
driver 33a will be explained by referring to FIG. 3. The
switching of the input/output port can be performed as fol-
lows. That is, the printer driver 33« instructs the OS 31 to
perform the switching of the input/output port via an API
provided by the OS 31. Further, the switching of the input/
output port can be performed also as follows. That is, the user
instructs the OS 31 to perform the switching of the input/
output port on an unillustrated setting screen displayed by the
OS 31. In this embodiment, it is assumed that the printer
driver 33a instructs the OS 31 to perform the switching of the
input/output port via the APIL.

In OSes, there is an OS which does not accept the instruc-
tion of the switching of the input/output port from the printer
driver 33a in a case that the printer driver 33« is not executed
under a system account superior to a user account. The OS 31
of this embodiment is assumed to be the OS which does not
accept the instruction of the switching, in a case that the
printer driver 33a is not executed under the system account.

However, in a case that only the user account is given to the
user who is logged in the OS 31, the printer driver 33a is
executed under the user account. Therefore, in a case that the
instruction of the switching from the printer driver 33a which
is executed under the user account is not accepted, the switch-
ing of the input/output port can not be performed. In view of
this, the printer driver 33« instructs the OS 31 to perform the
switching of the input/output port via the port setting service
33b. The port setting service 335 is a program which instructs
the OS 31 to set the input/output port designated by the printer
driver 33a in the printer driver 33a. The port setting service
33b s set by a system administrator to be executed under the
system account. Then, the port setting service 3356 is started
by the OS 31 when the OS 31 is started; and the port setting
service 335 is resident in the RAM 12 as a service or a
daemon.

In a case that the system account is given to the user, the
printer driver 33a may give a direct instruction to the OS 31 to
perform the switching of the input/output port without using
the port setting service 334.
<Switching Process of Input/Output Port by Printer Driver>

A switching process of the input/output port by the printer
driver 33a as shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B is executed after the
to-be printed data is outputted from the application 32 to the
printer driver 33a and before the printing data is outputted
from the printer driver 33a to the printer 2.

The portable PC 1, which is the data processing apparatus
according to the first embodiment, is provided with both the
wireless LAN communication section 15 and the USB host
interface section 16. However, the USB host interface section
16 is not always provided for all of the data processing appa-
ratuses. In view of this, in the switching process of the input/
output port according to the first embodiment, an explanation
will be made on the assumption that the portable PC 1 is not
provided with the USB host interface section 16 in some
cases.

In S101, the printer driver 33a judges as to whether or not
the input/output port set in the printer driver 33a is the TCP/IP
port 41. This judgment can be performed by obtaining infor-
mation, which indicates the input/output port set in the printer
driver 33a, from the OS 31. S101 is an example of a process
for judging the input/output section. In a case that it is judged
that the TCP/IP port 41 is set in the printer driver 33a, the
process of S102 is executed by the printer driver 33a. In a case
that it is judged that the TCP/IP port 41 is not set in the printer
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driver 33a, that is, in a case that a USB port, a file port, a serial
port, or the like is set in the printer driver 33a, this process is
completed.

In S102, the printer driver 33a obtains the remaining bat-
tery level of the battery 19. In S103, the printer driver 33a
judges as to whether or not the remaining battery level
obtained in S102 is not less than the first reference remaining
level. In a case that the remaining battery level obtained in
S102 is not less than the first reference remaining level, this
process is completed by the printer driver 33a. In a case that
the remaining battery level obtained in S102 is less than the
first reference remaining level, the process of S104 is
executed by the printer driver 33a. The first reference remain-
ing level may be set in the printer driver 33« fixedly or may be
set by the user instruction. Further, it is also possible to set a
value of the first reference remaining level appropriately. In
S104, the printer driver 33a judges as to whether or not the
remaining battery level obtained in S102 is not less than a
second reference remaining level which is smaller than the
first reference remaining level. The second reference remain-
ing level is, for example, 5% of'the full capacity of the battery
19. Similar to the first reference remaining level, the second
reference remaining level can be set as appropriate. In a case
that the remaining battery level is not less than the second
reference remaining level, the process of S105 is executed by
the printer driver 33a. In a case that the remaining battery
level is less than the second reference remaining level, the
process of S108 is executed by the printer driver 33a. The
process including S102 to S104 as described above is an
example of a process for judging the remaining battery level.

In S105, the printer driver 33a judges as to whether or not
the portable PC 1 is provided with the USB host interface
section (“USB I/F section” in FIG. 4A) 16. In a case that it is
judged that the portable PC 1 is provided with the USB host
interface section 16, the process of S106 is executed by the
printer driver 33a. On the other hand, in a case that it is judged
that the portable PC 1 is not provided with the USB host
interface section 16, the process of S108 is executed by the
printer driver 33a. S105 is an example of a process for judging
presence or absence of the second input/output section.

In S106, the printer driver 33a guides the user so that the
portable PC 1 and the printer 2 are connected by the USB
cable 52. In particular, for example, the printer driver 33a
displays an unillustrated message screen on the display sec-
tion 13, such as “Low battery level. Connect printer to PC by
USB cable and then click on OK button™. In a case that the
message screen is displayed, the user connects the printer 2 to
the portable PC 1 by the USB cable 52 and then clicks on the
OK button on the message screen. In a case that the user clicks
on the OK button on the message screen, the process of S107
is executed by the printer driver 33a.

Here, in some cases, the USB port 42 is not created when
the switching process of the input/output port is started. In a
case that the USB port 42 is not created and that the user
connects the printer 2 to the portable PC 1 by the USB cable
52, the USB port 42 is created automatically by the OS 31 by
a PnP (Plug and Play) function provided for the OS 31.
However, even when the OK button is clicked on the message
screen, the USB cable 52 may not be actually plugged in in
some cases. Therefore, in a case that the OK button is clicked
on, the printer driver 334 may judge as to whether or not the
USB cable 52 is actually plugged in. In a case that the USB
cable 52 is not plugged in, this process may be canceled.

In S107, the printer driver 33a designates the USB port 42
to instruct the port setting service 335 to perform the switch-
ing of the input/output port.
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In S108, the printer driver 33a judges as to whether or not
the OS 31 is provided with the file port. The file port is a
logical input/output port to write the data in the storage sec-
tion 17. Further, since the file port does not transmit the data
to the printer, it is possible to output the printing data from the
printer driver 334 using the lower power consumption. The
file port is an example of a third input/output section. In a case
that the OS 31 is not provided with the file port, the process of
S109 is executed by the printer driver 33a. In a case that the
OS 31 is provided with the file port, the printer driver 33a
skips over S109 and executes the process of S110.

In S109, the OS 31 is required to create the file port by the
printer driver 33a. S109 is an example of a process for creat-
ing the input/output section. In a case that the system account
is required when the file port is created, it is allowable that the
printer driver 33a instructs the port setting service 335 to
create the file port; and the port setting service 335 instructs
the OS 31 to create the file port.

In S110, the printer driver 33a designates the file port to
instruct the port setting service 335 to perform the setting of
the input/output port. Each of S106, S107, and S110 as
described above is an example of the switching process.

The above description corresponds to the flow of the
switching process of the input/output port executed by the
printer driver 33a. The printer driver 33a generates the print-
ing data before or after the switching process of the input/
output port as described above; and transmits the generated
printing data to the printer 2 after the switching process of the
input/output port.

Effect of First Embodiment

According to the printer driver 33a of the first embodiment
as described above, in a case that the TCP/IP port 41 is set as
the input/output port used for the transmission of the printing
data and that the remaining battery level is less than the first
reference remaining level, it is performed the switching of the
input/output port used for the transmission of the printing
data from the TCP/IP port 41 to the USB port 42 or the file
port requiring the power consumption used for the transmis-
sion of the printing data which is lower than that of the TCP/IP
port 41. Therefore, it is possible to save the electric power
consumed by transmitting the printing data, in a case that the
remaining battery level is insufficient in the portable PC 1
driven by the battery 19.

According to the printer driver 33a of the first embodiment,
it is possible to perform the switching of the input/output
section used for the input/output of the printing data by per-
forming the switching of the input/output port.

Further, according to the printer driver 33a of the first
embodiment, in a case that the switching of the input/output
port used for the transmission of the printing data to the USB
port 42 is performed, the printer driver 33« displays guidance
message so that the user connects the USB cable 52 to the
portable PC 1. Thus, it is possible to perform the input and the
output of the data by the USB host interface section 16.

Further, according to the printer driver 33a of the first
embodiment, in a case that the portable PC 1 is not provided
with the USB host interface section 16, the file port to write
the printing data in the storage section 17 is created; and the
switching of the input/output port used for the output of the
printing data to the file port is performed. By doing so, even
when the portable PC 1 is not provided with the USB host
interface section 16, it is possible to save the electric power
consumed by the output of the printing data.

Further, according to the printer driver 33a of the first
embodiment, in a case that the remaining battery level is less
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than the first reference remaining level and that the remaining
battery level is not less than the second reference remaining
level, the printing data is transmitted by using the USB port
42. Thus, it is possible to save the power consumption as
compared with a case in which the printing data is transmitted
by the TCP/IP port 41. On the other hand, in a case that the
remaining battery level is less than the second reference
remaining level, the printing data is written into the storage
section 17 by using the file port. Thus, it is possible to save the
power consumption as compared with a case in which the
printing data is transmitted by the USB port 42. Accordingly,
it is possible to perform the switching between the input/
output ports having different amounts of power consumption
depending on the remaining battery level.

Second Embodiment

Next, an explanation will be made about the second
embodiment of the present teaching with reference to FIG. 5.
In a case that the input/output port set in the printer driver 33a
is the TCP/IP port 41 and that the remaining battery amount of
the battery 19 is less than the first reference remaining level,
the printer driver 33a according to the second embodiment
judges as to whether or not the portable PC 1 is provided with
the USB host interface section 16. In a case that the portable
PC 1 is not provided with the USB host interface section 16,
the transmission of the data is prohibited.

In the input/output port switching process according to the
second embodiment, S104 of the first embodiment is not
executed. Further, in the input/output port switching process
according to the second embodiment, S201 is executed
instead of the process including S108 to S110 in the first
embodiment. Further, the printer driver 33a according to the
second embodiment does not perform the output by the file
port. Hereinbelow, in the flowchart of FIG. 5, the processes,
which are the substantially same as or equivalent to those of
the first embodiment, are designated by the same reference
numerals, any explanation of which will be omitted.

In S201, the printer driver 33a prohibits the transmission of
the printing data by the wireless LAN communication section
15. S201 is an example of a prohibition process. In a case that
the transmission of the printing data by the wireless LAN
communication section 15 is prohibited, the printer driver
33a does not transmit the printing data after the input/output
port switching process.

Next, an explanation will be made about effects of the
printer driver 33a according to the second embodiment. In a
case that the portable PC 1 is not provided with the USB host
interface section 16, the wireless LAN communication sec-
tion 15 is set, as it is, as the input/output section used for the
transmission of the printing data. In this case, since the print-
ing data is transmitted by the wireless LAN communication
section 15, there is fear that the transmission is terminated due
to the running out of the battery before the transmission of the
printing data is completed. In a case that the TCP/IP port 41 is
set as the input/output port used for the transmission of the
printing data; that the remaining battery level is less than the
first reference remaining level; and that the portable PC 1 is
not provided with the USB host interface section 16, the
printer driver 33a of the second embodiment prohibits the
transmission of the printing data. Thus, itis possible to reduce
a possibility that the transmission of the printing data is ter-
minated, which would be otherwise caused by the transmis-
sion of the printing data by the wireless LAN communication
section 15.

Third Embodiment

Next, an explanation will be made about the third embodi-
ment of the present teaching with reference to FIG. 6. In a
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case that the wireless LAN communication section 15 is set as
the input/output section used for the transmission of the print-
ing data and that transmission condition of the printing data
by the wireless LAN communication section 15 is not less
than a reference value, the printer driver 33« according to the
third embodiment executes the process for judging the
remaining battery level and the switching process in a similar
manner to the printer driver 33a of the first embodiment. On
the other hand, in a case that the wireless LAN communica-
tion section 15 is set as the input/output section used for the
transmission of the printing data and that the transmission
condition of the printing data by the wireless LAN commu-
nication section 15 is less than the reference value, the printer
driver 33a of the third embodiment transmits the printing data
by using the wireless LAN communication section 15 irre-
spective of the remaining battery level.

Here, “the transmission condition” refers to the number of
times of transmission of the printing data, frequency of trans-
mission of the printing data, and the like. “The number of
times of transmission” may be, for example, the number of
times of transmission after the battery 19 of the portable PC 1
is exchanged or charged most recently until the present time;
or may be the number of times of transmission during the
most recent three-hours period. “The frequency of transmis-
sion” may be, for example, the number of times of transmis-
sion per hour after the battery 19 of the portable PC 1 is
exchanged or charged most recently; or may be the number of
times of transmission per hour during the most recent three-
hours period. Alternatively, the frequency of transmission
may be the average of time intervals for transmitting the
printing data, such as once for every ten minutes. “The trans-
mission condition” is an example of the input/output condi-
tion. Further, “the number of times of transmission” is an
example of the number of times of input/output; and “the
frequency of transmission” is an example of the frequency of
input/output.

In order to judge the transmission condition as described
above, the printer driver 33a stores a transmission time in the
storage section 17, every time when the printing data is trans-
mitted by using the TCP/IP port 41. The transmission time
stored in the storage section 17 is an example of a history of
input/output. A process in which the transmission time is
stored in the storage section 17 by the printer driver 33« is an
example of a process for storing the history of input/output.

Hereinbelow, in the flowchart of FIG. 6, the processes,
which are the substantially same as or equivalent to those of
the first embodiment, are designated by the same reference
numerals, any explanation of which will be omitted. Further,
it is assumed that the portable PC 1 is provided with both the
wireless LAN communication section 15 and the USB host
interface section 16 so that the process in the third embodi-
ment can be easily understood.

In S301, the printer driver 33a judges as to whether or not
the transmission condition of the printing data by the TCP/IP
port 41 is not less than the reference value. For example, it is
assumed that the number of times of transmission during the
most recent three-hours period is used as the transmission
condition and that the reference value is set as ten times, the
printer driver 33a judges as to whether or not the number of
times of transmission during the most recent three-hours
period is not less than 10 times. The reference value can be set
as appropriate; and the transmission condition may include
both the number of times of transmission and the frequency of
transmission. For example, the following case is allowable.
That is, the reference value depending on the number of times
of transmission and the reference value depending on the
frequency of transmission are set respectively; and in a case
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that at least one of the number of times of transmission and the
frequency of transmission is not less than the reference value,
it is judged that the transmission condition is not less than the
reference value. In a case that the transmission condition is
not less than the reference value, the process of S102 is
executed by the printer driver 33a; and in a case that the
transmission condition is less than the reference value, this
process is completed.

According to the printer driver 33a of the third embodi-
ment as described above, in a case that the wireless LAN
communication section 15 is set as the input/output section
used for the transmission of the printing data, the transmis-
sion condition of the printing data by the wireless LAN com-
munication section 15 is judged. In a case that the transmis-
sion condition is less than the reference value, the printing
data is transmitted by using the wireless LAN communication
section 15 irrespective of the remaining battery level of the
battery 19. In the case that the transmission condition is less
than the reference value, the transmission of the printing data
is assumed to be performed infrequently. In this case, even if
the printing data is transmitted by using the wireless LAN
communication section 15, the portable PC 1 may be less
affected in its use. In a case that the wireless LAN commu-
nication section 15 is set as the input/output section used for
the transmission of the printing data, it is assumed that the
user desires to transmit the printing data by the wireless LAN.
Therefore, by transmitting the printing data by using the
wireless LAN communication section 15, it is possible to
transmit the printing data by using the input/output section
satisfying user’s need without the great effect on the use of the
portable PC 1.

Fourth Embodiment

Next, an explanation will be made about the fourth
embodiment of the present teaching with reference to FIG. 7
and FIGS. 8A and 8B. In the first to third embodiments,
explanations were made by citing a case in which the first
input/output section is the wireless LAN communication sec-
tion 15; and the second input/output section is the USB host
interface section 16. In the fourth embodiment, however, an
explanation will be made by citing a case in which the first
input/output section is the wireless LAN communication sec-
tion 15; and the second input/output section is a wired LAN
communication section 70 (see FIG. 7). In the first to third
embodiments, the switching of the input/output section is
performed by performing the switching of the input/output
port. However, the switching to the wired LAN communica-
tion section 70 from the wireless LAN communication sec-
tion 15 can not be performed by performing the switching of
the input/output port. Therefore, the printer driver 33a
according to the fourth embodiment performs the switching
to the wired LAN communication section 70 from the wire-
less LAN communication section 15 by performing a switch-
ing of a communication control program.

As shown in FIG. 7, a communication control program for
the wireless LAN 61 which controls the wireless LAN com-
munication section 15 and a communication control program
for the wired LAN 62 which controls the wired LAN com-
munication section 70 are stored in the portable PC 1. The
communication control program refers to a program which
controls the input/output section to perform the communica-
tion. The communication control program can be exemplified
by a so-called protocol stack in which a hierarchically-de-
fined communication protocol such as the TCP/IP is imple-
mented. The communication control program can be referred
to also as a communication driver. The communication con-
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trol program for the wireless LAN 61 is an example of a first
communication control program. The communication con-
trol program for the wired LAN 62 is an example of a second
communication control program.

Hereinbelow, in the flowchart of FIGS. 8A and 8B, the
processes, which are the substantially same as or equivalent to
those of the switching process of the input/output port in the
first embodiment, are designated by the same reference
numerals, any explanation of which will be omitted.

In S401, the printer driver 33a judges as to whether or not
the communication control program, which is set as the com-
munication control program used for the input/output of the
data, is the communication control program for the wireless
LAN 61. In a case that the communication control program
for the wireless LAN 61 is set, the printer driver 33a executes
the process 0f S102. In a case that the communication control
program for the wireless LAN 61 is not set, this process is
completed. S401 is an example of the process for judging the
input/output section. In S402, the printer driver 33a inquires
of the OS 31 to judge as to whether or not the portable PC 1
includes the wired LAN communication section 70. In a case
that the portable PC 1 includes the wired LAN communica-
tion section 70, the process of S403 is executed by the printer
driver 33a. In a case that the portable PC 1 does not include
the wired LAN communication section 70, the process of
S108 is executed by the printer driver 33a. S402 is an example
of the process for judging presence or absence of the second
input/output section.

In S403, the printer driver 33a performs switching of the
communication control program used for the transmission of
the data from the communication control program for the
wireless LAN 61 to the communication control program for
the wired LAN 62. The switching can be performed such that
the printer driver 33a instructs the OS 31 to perform the
switching via, for example, the API provided by the OS 31. In
S404, the printer driver 33a displays a guidance message to
instruct the user to connect the portable PC 1 to a communi-
cation network 5 by a LAN cable 53.

According to the printer driver 33a of the fourth embodi-
ment as described above, it is possible to perform the switch-
ing of the input/output section used for the input/output of the
data by performing the switching of the communication con-
trol program.

Fifth Embodiment

Next, an explanation will be made about the fifth embodi-
ment of the present teaching with reference to FIG. 9. The
printer driver 33a of the fifth embodiment stores, in the stor-
age section 17, the printing data which has been transmitted
by the input/output section, as the printing data which has
been printed (data which has been outputted). Then, in a case
that the remaining battery level of the battery 19 is less than
the first reference remaining level, the printer driver 33a
judges as to whether or not the transmitted printing data
which has been printed and stored in the storage section 17
has the same content as the printing data to be transmitted. In
a case that the transmitted printing data has the same content
as the printing data to be transmitted, the transmission (out-
put) of the printing data to be transmitted is cancelled. The
printer driver 33a according the fifth embodiment is an
example of the output setting program. The same content
referred to herein is that a file name of the printing data to be
transmitted coincides with that of the transmitted printing
data and/or that the data, of the printing data to be transmitted,
which indicates a page to be printed on a printing paper sheet
coincides with that of the transmitted printing data.
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As shown in FIG. 9, a transmission process executed by the
printer driver 33a according to the fiftth embodiment is started
when the printing is instructed to the printer driver 33a from
the application 32 via the OS 31. A process, in which the
printing instruction from the application 32 is received by the
printer driver 33a, is an example of a receiving process.

Here, the portable PC 1 according to the fifth embodiment
may transmit the printing data to the printer 2 by any input/
output section. For example, the portable PC 1 may transmit
the printing data by using the wireless LAN communication
section 15, the wired LAN communication section 70, or the
USB host interface section 16.

In S501, the printer driver 33a generates the printing data
(data to be subjected to the transmission). In S102, the printer
driver 33a obtains the remaining battery level of the battery
19. In S103, the printer driver 33a judges as to whether or not
the remaining battery level obtained in S102 is not less than a
reference remaining level. In a case that the remaining battery
level obtained in S102 is not less than the reference remaining
level, the process of S502 is executed by the printer driver
33a. In a case that the remaining battery level obtained in
S102 is less than the reference remaining level, the process of
S504 is executed by the printer driver 33a. The reference
remaining level is, for example, 10% of full capacity of the
battery 19. In S502, the printer driver 334 transmits the print-
ing data generated in S501 to the printer 2. S502 is an example
of'the output process. In S503, the printer driver 33a stores the
printing data generated in S501 as the data which has been
printed (data which has been transmitted) in the storage sec-
tion 17. S503 is an example of a storage process.

The processes of steps S504 to S506 are performed in a
case that it is judged in S103 that the remaining battery level
is less than the reference remaining level. In S504, the printer
driver 33a judges as to whether or not the transmitted printing
data is stored in the storage section 17. In a case that the
transmitted printing data is stored in the storage section 17,
the printer driver 33a executes the process of S505. In a case
that the transmitted printing data is not stored in the storage
section 17, the printer driver 33a executes the process of
S502.

In S505, the printer driver 33a judges as to whether or not
the transmitted printing data stored in the storage section 17
has the same content as the printing data generated in S501. In
a case that the transmitted printing data does not have the
same content as the printing data generated in S501, the
printer driver 33a executes the process of S502. In a case that
the data which has been printed has the same content as the
printing data generated in S501, the printer driver 33a
executes the process of S506. S505 is an example of a data
comparison process.

In S506, the printer driver 33a cancels the transmission of
the printing data generated in S501. In a case that the trans-
mission of the printing data generated in S501 is canceled, the
user is desirably informed of the cancellation.

According to the printer driver 33a of the fifth embodiment
as described above, in a case that the remaining battery level
of'the battery 19 is less than the reference remaining level and
that the transmitted printing data has the same content as the
printing data to be transmitted (which is generated in S501),
the printing data to be transmitted is not transmitted. Thus, it
is possible to save the electric power consumed by the trans-
mission of the printing data to be transmitted.

Other Embodiments

The technical scope of the present teaching is not limited to
the embodiments explained through the above descriptions
and drawings but, for example, the following embodiments
are also included.
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In S107 of the first embodiment, the printer driver 33a
instructs the OS 31 to perform the switching to the USB port
42 via the port setting service 335. On the other hand, instead
of instructing the OS 31 to perform the switching to the USB
port 42, the printer driver 33a may display guidance message
to instruct the user to switch the input/output port to the USB
port 42. In this case, the user inputs an instruction on the
unillustrated setting screen displayed by the OS 31 to instruct
the OS 31 to perform the switching of the input/output port.
The same is applied to the third and fourth embodiments as
well.

In S104 of the first embodiment, the printer driver 33a
judges as to whether or not the remaining battery level of the
battery 19 is not less than the second reference remaining
level. This judgment, however, may not be performed. That s,
in a case that it is judged in S103 that the remaining battery
level s less than the first reference remaining level, the printer
driver 33a may perform the process of S105 immediately.

In S105 of the first embodiment, the printer driver 33a
judges as to whether or not the portable PC1 includes the USB
host interface section 16. However, in a case that it is already
known that the portable PC1 includes the USB host interface
section 16, the printer driver 334 may perform the process of
S106 without performing the judgment.

In S101 of the first embodiment, the printer driver 33a
judges as to whether or not the input/output port used for the
transmission of the data is the TCP/IP port 41; and in S102
and S103, the printer driver 33a judges the remaining battery
level of the battery 19. The printer driver 33a, however, may
execute the process of S101 after performing the processes of
$102 and S103.

In the first embodiment, the explanation was made by
citing the case in which the first input/output port is the
TCP/IP port 41 and the second input/output port is the USB
port 42. However, the following combination is also allow-
able. That is, for example, the first input/output port is the
TCP/IP port (wireless LAN) and the second input/output port
is any one of the file port, the serial port, and a printer port.

Alternatively, the following combination is also allowable.
That is, the first input/output port is a blue-tooth port and the
second input/output port is any one of the USB port, the file
port, the serial port, the printer port, and the TCP/IP port
(wired LAN). The second input/output port may be any input/
output port provided that the second input/output port has the
power consumption required for the input/output of the data
which is smaller than that of the first input/output port. In
other words, the first input/output port may be any input/
output port provided that the power consumption required for
the input/output of the data is greater than that of the second
input/output port.

In the first embodiment, the explanation was made by
citing the case in which the USB host interface section 16 and
the printer 2 are connected by the USB cable 52. However, a
USB mass storage device such as the USB memory and a
USB hard disk may be directly connected to the USB host
interface section 16. In this case, the printing data is written
into the USB mass storage device.

In each of the first to fifth embodiments, the explanation
was made by citing a case in which the printing data is
transmitted to the printer 2. The technique disclosed in the
present description, however, can be applied to a case in
which the data is received from the external device. In par-
ticular, the technique disclosed in the present description can
be applied to a case in which the file is downloaded from the
external server. The input/output setting program may be, for
example, a scanner driver controlling an image scanner and
the port setting service 33b. In this case, in a case that a
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document is read by the image scanner and a generated image
data is received, the input/output port or the communication
control program is switched depending on the remaining
battery level.

In S110 of the first embodiment, the printer driver 33a
performs the switching of the input/output port to the file port.
However, instead of performing the switching to the file port,
the user may be instructed to perform the switching to the file
port.

In each of the first to fifth embodiments, the explanation
was made by citing the portable PC 1 as the data processing
apparatus. The data processing apparatus, however, may be a
mobile phone or a mobile information terminal.

What is claimed is:

1. A non-transitory computer readable medium storing
instructions that, when executed, cause a data processing
apparatus, which includes a first input/output section for per-
forming input/output of data, includes a storage section and
which is driven by a battery, to:

judge whether the first input/output section is set as an

input/output section used for the input/output of the
data;

judge whether a remaining battery level of the battery is not

less than a first reference remaining level;

judge whether the data processing apparatus includes a

second input/output section requiring a power consump-
tion which is used for the input/output of the data and
which is lower than that of the first input/output section,
in a case that the data processing apparatus judges that
the first input/output section is set as the input/output
section used for the input/output of the data and that the
remaining battery level is less than the first reference
remaining level;

switch the input/output section from the first input/output

section to the second input/output section or output a
notification to switch the input/output section from the
first input/output section to the second input/output sec-
tion, in a case that the data processing apparatus judges
that the data processing apparatus includes the second
input/output section,

create a logical third input/output section which outputs the

data by writing the data into the storage section, in a case
that the data processing apparatus judges that the data
processing apparatus does not include the second input/
output section; and

switch the input/output section from the first input/output

section to the third input/output section or output a noti-
fication to switch the input/output section from the first
input/output section to the third input/output section.

2. The non-transitory computer readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1,

wherein the data processing apparatus further includes a

first input/output port which performs the input/output

of the data by using the first input/output section; and

the instructions cause the data processing apparatus to:

judge whether the first input/output port is set as a logical
input/output port used for the input/output of the data;
and

switch the logical input/output port from the first input/
output port to a second input/output port which per-
forms the input/output of the data by using the second
input/output section or output a notification to switch
the logical input/output port from the first input/out-
put port to the second input/output port, in a case that
the data processing apparatus judges that the first
input/output port is set as the logical input/output
port; that the remaining battery level is less than the
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first reference remaining level; and that the data pro-
cessing apparatus includes the second input/output
section.

3. The non-transitory computer readable medium accord-

ing to claim 1,

wherein the data processing apparatus further includes a
first communication control program which controls the
first input/output section to perform the input/output of
the data; and
the instructions cause the data processing apparatus to:
judge as to whether or not the first communication con-
trol program is set as a communication control pro-
gram used for the input/output of the data; and
switch the communication control program from the
first communication control program to a second
communication control program which controls the
second input/output section to perform the input/out-
put of the data or output a notification to switch the
communication control program from the first com-
munication control program to the second communi-
cation control program, in a case that the data pro-
cessing apparatus judges that the first communication
control program is set as the communication control
program used for the input/output of the data; that the
remaining battery level is less than the first reference
remaining level; and that the data processing appara-
tus includes the second input/output section.
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a notification to switch the input/output section from
the first input/output section to the third input/output
section, in a case that the data processing apparatus
judges that the remaining battery level is less than the
second reference remaining level and that the data
processing apparatus does not include the second
input/output section.
6. The non-transitory computer readable medium accord-
ing to claim 1,
wherein the data processing apparatus further includes a
storage section; and
the instructions cause the data processing apparatus to:
store, in the storage section, an input/output history indi-
cating that the input/output of the data is performed by
the first input/output section; judge a state of input/
output which indicates at least one of the number of
times of the input/output of the data and a frequency
of'the input/output of the data by the first input/output
section based on the input/output history;
judge whether the state of input/output is not less than a
reference value; and
judge the remaining battery level and one of switching
the input/output section and outputting the notifica-
tion to switch the input/output section, in a case that
the data processing apparatus judges that the first
input/output section is set as the input/output section

4. The non-transitory computer readable medium accord- used for the input/output of the data and that the state

ng to cle.um 1, . L . of input/output is not less than the reference value.
wherein the second input/output section is an input/output 30 7. The non-transitory computer readable medium accord-

section to which an external device is directly installed . laim 1. wherein the i ions furth he d
to perform the input/output of the data or an input/output ingto e 2, Wherein t < instructions further cause the .ata
section to which a communication cable is connected to processing .apparatus to Judge whe.t her. the data Processing
be connected to the external device via the communica- apparatus 1I}cludes thf: logl.cal. third 1nput/output section
tion cable to perform the input/output of the data; and 35 before creating the logical third input/output section.

8. A non-transitory computer readable medium storing

the instructions cause the data processing apparatus to . . .
output a notification to directly install the external instructions that, when executed, cause a data processing

device to the data processing apparatus or to output a apparatus, which includes a first input/output section for per-
notification to connect the communication cable to the ~ forming input/output of data and which is driven by a battery,
data processing apparatus, in a case that the instructions 40 to:
cause the data processing apparatus to output the notifi- judge whether the first input/output section is set as an
cation to switch the input/output section from the first input/output section used for the input/output of the
input section to the second input section. data;

5. The non-transitory computer readable medium accord- judge whether a remaining battery level of the battery is not

ing to claim 1, 45 less than a first reference remaining level;
wherein judge whether the data processing apparatus includes a
the instructions cause the data processing apparatus to: second input/output section requiring a power consump-

judge whether the remaining battery level is not less than
a second reference remaining level which is lower

tion which is used for the input/output of the data and
which is lower than that of the first input/output section,

than the first reference remaining level, in a case that 50 in a case that the data processing apparatus judges that
the data processing apparatus judges that the remain- the first input/output section is set as the input/output
ing battery level is less than the first reference remain- section used for the input/output of the data and that the
ing level; remaining battery level is less than the first reference
switch the input/output section from the first input/out- remaining level;
put section to the second input/output section or out- 55  switch the input/output section from the first input/output
put a notification to switch the input/output section section to the second input/output section or output a
from the first input/output section to the second input/ notification to switch the input/output section from the
output section, in a case that the data processing appa- first input/output section to the second input/output sec-
ratus judges that the first input/output section is set as tion, in a case that the data processing apparatus judges
the input/output section used for the input/output of 60 that the data processing apparatus includes the second
the data; that the remaining battery level is less than input/output and
the first reference remaining level and is not less than prohibit the input/output of the data, in a case that the data
the second reference remaining level; and that the data processing apparatus judges that the first input/output
processing apparatus includes the second input/out- section is set as the input/output section; that the remain-
put section; and 65 ing battery level is less than the first reference remaining

switch the input/output section from the first input/out-
put section to the third input/output section or output

level; and that the data processing apparatus does not
include the second input/output section.
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9. A data processing apparatus which is driven by a battery,
comprising:
a first input/output section configured to perform input/
output of data;
a storage section; and
a controller configured to:
judge whether the first input/output section is set as an
input/output section used for the input/output of the
data;
judge whether a remaining battery level of the battery is
not less than a first reference remaining level;
judge whether the data processing apparatus includes a
second input/output section requiring a power con-
sumption which is used for the input/output of the
data and which is lower than that of the first input/
output section, in a case that the data processing appa-
ratus judges that the first input/output section is set as
the input/output section used for the input/output of
the data and that the remaining battery level is less
than the first reference remaining level;

10

15

18

switch the input/output section from the first input/out-
put section to the second input/output section or out-
put a notification to switch the input/output section
from the first input/output section to the second input/
output section, in a case that the controller judges that
the data processing apparatus includes the second
input/output section;

create a logical third input/output section which outputs
the data by writing the data into the storage section, in
a case that the controller judges that the data process-
ing apparatus does not include the second input/out-
put section; and

switch the input/output section from the first input/out-
put section to the third input/output section or output
a notification to switch the input/output section from
the first input/output section to the third input/output
section.



